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The CIVIC Act can begin the process of 

building this counterweight for federal elec-
tions. This bill is designed to encourage Amer-
icans who ordinarily do not get involved in pol-
itics beyond casting a vote every two or four 
years (that is, if they bother to vote at all) to 
become more active participants in our polit-
ical process. 

The CIVIC Act will reestablish and update 
the discontinued federal tax credit. Taxpayers 
can choose between a 100 percent tax credit 
for political contributions to federal candidates 
or national political parties (limited to $200 per 
taxable year), or a 100 percent tax deduction 
(limited to $600 per taxable year). Both limits, 
of course, are doubled for joint returns. As 
long as political parties and candidates pro-
mote the existence of these credits, the pro-
gram can have a real impact and aid in mak-
ing elections more grassroots affairs than they 
are today. 

A limited tax credit for political contributions 
can be a bipartisan, cost-efficient method for 
helping balance the influence of large money 
donors in the American electoral process. In-
stead of driving away most Americans from 
participation in political life, we can offer an in-
vitation for citizens to play a larger role in po-
litical campaigns. It seems to me that this will 
be a fruitful way to clean up our system, while 
at the same time convincing Americans that 
they actually have a meaningful stake in elec-
tions. 
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A TRIBUTE TO SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY SHERIFF GARY PENROD 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to one of the most re-
spected public servants in my district, San 
Bernardino County Sheriff Gary Penrod, who 
is stepping down this month after nearly 40 
years protecting our citizens. 

A Southern California native, Gary Stephen 
Penrod graduated from Redlands Schools, 
worked as a U.S. Forest Service firefighter 
and is a U.S. Army veteran. But his life has 
been in law enforcement, and he has served 
in the sheriff’s department since being depu-
tized in 1971. 

Sheriff Penrod spent time on patrol in most 
of the vast desert and mountain reaches of 
San Bernardino County, and received regular 
promotions over the years. When the city of 
Hesperia incorporated in 1988, the sheriff’s 
department contracted to provide police serv-
ices, and Gary Penrod became the first 
Hesperia Police Chief. 

By the time our former sheriff retired in 
1994, Gary Penrod had been promoted to 
Deputy Chief. He easily defeated six other 
candidates and was sworn in as sheriff on 
Jan. 3, 1995. He has been reelected to three 
more four-year terms. 

When he first took office in 1994, San 
Bernardino County had a population of 
774,000 people. Today, more than 2 million 
people live in the sheriff’s jurisdiction. Depu-
ties responded to 617,000 calls in 1994, last 
year they had more than 1.2 million. 

Mr. Speaker, San Bernardino County was 
known in the past for having some colorful 

characters as our top law enforcer. Sheriff 
Penrod has had a reputation for quiet leader-
ship, for helping the department achieve high 
recognition for professionalism, and for en-
couraging his deputies to stay on the cutting 
edge as law enforcement has modernized. 

During his tenure, Sheriff Penrod imple-
mented community based policing and many 
innovative programs and staffing enhance-
ments including: Crime Free Multi-Housing, 
Operation CleanSWEEP, Public Safety Intern-
ship Academy, Marijuana Eradication Team, 
Methamphetamine Lab Task Force, Narcotics 
Special Enforcement Teams and Gang En-
forcement Units. Sheriff Penrod oversaw the 
merger with the San Bernardino Marshall’s of-
fice and in 2005 he became Sheriff-Coroner of 
San Bernardino County. 

A highly respected leader, Sheriff Penrod is 
a member of San Bernardino County Chil-
dren’s Network, San Bernardino County Chiefs 
of Police and Sheriff’s Association, California 
Police Officers’ Association, International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police, National Sheriffs’ 
Association, Western State Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion, California State Coroners’ Association, 
and the Governor’s Corrections Standard Au-
thority. He is a past president of the California 
State Sheriffs’ Association. 

Although he is respected for his profes-
sionalism and progressive thinking, among his 
deputies Sheriff Penrod is most known as 
someone who always cares for the members 
of his department. Wounded deputies have 
often told of finding the sheriff by their bed-
side, personally promising to help them and 
their families. 

Madam Speaker, after 38 years as a law 
enforcement officer, Sheriff Penrod has de-
cided to retire to spend more time with his 
wife Nancy and at his hobbies—horseback 
riding, raising cattle, fishing, camping and 
snow skiing. Please join me in thanking him 
for his years of service, and wishing him and 
Nancy success in all of their future endeavors. 
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RECOGNITION OF STEELTON- 
HIGHSPIRE HIGH SCHOOL FOOT-
BALL TEAM FOR THEIR SECOND 
CONSECUTIVE PIAA SINGLE A 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. TIM HOLDEN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 2008–2009 Steelton-Highspire 
Steamrollers, from Steelton, PA in my con-
gressional district. They completed an 
undefeated season with a victory over Clairton 
High School to become PIAA Single A State 
football champions. 

The Steamrollers certainly had a season to 
remember setting school records in wins, 
points, and games played. They established 
the longest winning streak in school history 
with 25 wins dating back to last year. The 
Rollers capped off the season by winning their 
fourth straight District 3 title and their second 
consecutive PIAA State Single A Champion-
ship. 

The Rollers were led by a group of seniors 
who will go down in Steelton-Highspire history 
as the most successful class in the great his-
tory of Steamroller football. In 4 years this 

group compiled a record of 51 wins and 9 
losses winning the district title all 4 years and 
two state championships. The offense was led 
by senior tailback Jeremiah Young, who ran 
for 2,812 yards and 30 touchdowns on 283 
carries. Mr. Young broke the State’s all-time 
career rushing record and stands seventh all 
time in the Nation with 9,027 yards. 

I congratulate Steelton-Highspire High 
School and Coach Rob Deibler on a season to 
remember. 
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HONORING THOMAS G. LANDAAL 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life of Thomas G. 
Landaal. Sadly, Mr. Landaal passed away on 
December 5, 2007, at the age of 53, and the 
International Corrugated Packaging Founda-
tion will posthumously induct Tom Landaal into 
their Circle of Distinguished Leaders on March 
31st in Washington, DC at the joint meetings 
of the Fibre Box Association and the Associa-
tion of Corrugated Converters. Mr. Landaal will 
be the ninth person to be inducted into this cir-
cle. 

Born in Hinsdale, IL, Tom, as he was known 
to his friends, relocated to Flint, MI as a child. 
After graduating from Powers Catholic High 
School he obtained two degrees from Ferris 
State University, an AS degree in Building 
Construction and a BS degree in Business Ad-
ministration. In 1979 he assumed a manage-
rial role in the family business, Landaal Pack-
aging Systems. As president of Landaal Pack-
aging Systems he went on to become a leader 
in the packaging industry. He was affiliated 
with the International Corrugated Case Asso-
ciation in Paris, the Federation Europeenne 
des Fabricants de Carton Ondule based in 
Paris, the Sales and Marketing Executives and 
Technical Association Pulp and Paper Indus-
try, as well as the International Corrugated 
Packaging Foundation. Tom served on the 
Board of Directors of the Fibre Box Associa-
tion and the Independent Corrugated Con-
verters Association. He was chair of the Fibre 
Box Association’s Independent Sheet Plant 
Committee and served as the Fibre Box Asso-
ciation’s representative on the Board of the 
Independent Corrugated Converters Associa-
tion for many years. 

In addition to his work in packaging industry, 
Tom Landaal was very active in his commu-
nity and is sorely missed. He held leadership 
roles with the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan, 
Hurley Medical Center, Hurley Foundation, 
Flint Classroom Support Fund, Hero of Flint, 
Burton Business Association, Burton Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, Friends of 
Sloan Museum, Flint College and Cultural 
Center, Incorporated, Goodwill Industries of 
Mid-Michigan, Heartland Manor, Information 
Services of Michigan, Michigan State Univer-
sity, University Affiliated Hospitals of Flint, the 
Industrial Mutual Association, the Genesee 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, Michigan 
Manufacturers Association, and Powers Alum-
ni Association. He belonged to several golf 
and ski groups including the National Ski Pa-
trol. 

Madam Speaker, the International Cor-
rugated Packaging Foundation’s Circle of Dis-
tinguished Leaders was instituted to honor 
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